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“The quantitg of inner work

may be immense, yet the outer

signs of it are often small. ”

—Maria Montessori

CALENDARFOINTS

November 15, 2006
7PM - 8:30 PM
Parent Learning Workshop
Montessori Materials
and
Parenting Workshop

November 24, 2006
Half Day for all Children

December 3, 2006
9AM - 4:30
Parent Virtues Project Training
Workshop
(English language)
Daystar Academy
More Info TBA

Thc Fami13 Lcarning House
B7 Li Yuan Xiao Qu
Xiangjiang Bei Lu
Beijing 100103
(8610) 8430 2547

www.thefamilylearninghouse.com

Hands of Service: Arturo and Nini sweep dust from under the sofa in the Infant
Community.

MREHIRFE:  Artuto FINini 2 pHF#H EFT IR FHIHKAL .

New Language Curriculum
Over the past month the staff at TFLH
have been busy preparing a new
language curriculum for the Primary
classroom. These new materials use
Montessori pedagogy to help the
children to write in a systematic way
and give them hands on, repetitive,
daily practice. Although this curriculum
is in its test phase right now we hope
that the outcome will be that all
children in their 2" and 3™ years in the
primary classroom will be writing and
beginning to read at the end of the
school year.
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Parent Learning Workshop

Parents Choice: How do Montessori materials help my children?”

Wednesday November 15, 2006 7—830PM
In the Primary Classroom

Kate Millie will demonstrate Montessori Materials that attendees
choose from within the Primary Classroom and discuss the
immediate and long term learning opportunities that the materials

evoke in the children.
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VIRTUE OF THEWEEK

Every two weeks our character education program brings a
different virtue into focus.

Please take a minute to review the following information to
help demonstrate the place our virtue of the week has in
your life. Remember, the best way we can guide our
children is to model the behaviour we expect to see in them.

Truthfulness means your words and actions are full of truth.
Telling the truth means you don't lie, to protect yourself or
anyone else. Being true to yourself means you show
people who and what you are without exaggerating to
impress them or trying to be something you are not. You
live by your own true nature. You investigate the truth for
yourself. You see with your own eyes. Look into your heart
and speak of what is true to you.

| am practicing truthfulness when I...

Speak only the truth

Practice justice by investigating the truth for myself
Don't let others tell me what to think

Can tell the difference between fact and fantasy

Admit it when | have made a mistake

Know that | am enough, don’t deceive to impress
others.

I am truthful. | speak the truth. | see the truth with my own
eyes. | can be my true self.

F KK 2006 F£11510H




ALPHABET SOUNDS
FRERH
a-—at
b — bat
c — cat
d —dog
e — egg
. I‘1 l‘l . l !_] b f — half
UsmgT e F oneticA pha et g — fog
When helping your child to learn the alphabet it is of the utmost importance that you use h — hat
the phonetic alphabet rather than the A, B, C’s that were used when we were learning i — pin
English. By using the phonetic alphabet you will help your child to hear the sounds in j—jug
words which will lead to them picking up writing and reading much faster. If a child knows k — kettle
the ABC alphabet and then has to learn the phonetic alphabet it is very confusing for them
because all letters have two sounds and the ABC sounds don’t correspond to the sound | —leg
that letter takes on in the word. If you really want to sing the ABC song, consider singing it m — foam
with the phonetic sounds. n — man
— = 0 — odd
'ff);ﬁlillz/j_\‘ﬁ*ﬂ_\‘ p — pin
AHEPHRNETZI RN, REEN—REMHERER, TARRERANF I FEENH q—queen
MHIABC. HEFERA] LR TR RSP RR S, SmEiiEEEwRibs> r—rat
BRI, MR—AETRLTABCEEH, REHEEGERF, MNSEIRL, FhX s —bus
LABITHBEA FRRETARY, FHABCH R SAMTERIC S R AR, =
RARSETEEHE TIEABCT R, W A% IR AH EBREFRR T V“ —V‘;Sn
W — was
X — box
y — yellow
Z — 700
*c, k, and q all have the
same phonetic sound.
*c, k, M q Hir K E .

FPARENT REMINDERS

o Please remember that all children spend time outdoors each day. Be sure to send your children to school with appropriate
outerwear (coat, hat, gloves, etc.) to accommodate the weather conditions.
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e Primary Classroom children must return their silk folders to school before they will be able to take work home.
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e Parents may book a Primary Classroom observation time by contacting Renee at 84302547 x 82.

o FKATITTAN [RIZE RIEREMFEMEZ . BCRA: Renee: 84302547 #8250 H1
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Katc’s < orner: LcammgA Languagc
Language in the infant is not taught; it is absorbed and internalized independently based on a child’s environment. This development is the same for all children,
regardless of the language/s the child is learning. Children can take up to 6 languages fluently without accent if these languages are embedded in their
environment. At TFLH we have many children working with 3-5 languages with confidence. Below are some interesting markers of children’s language acquisition:

. Pre-natal Period: The child first develops the senses, especially the tactile perception and the auditory sense; the child listens to the mother’s heart beating;
the child is impacted by the environment and develops around it; at 7 months in utero, the child hears the parents’ voices in the outside environment.

. At 6 months: Motor development is evident and she is saying her first syllable, repeating the same one over and over again.
e At approximately 12 months: The child will speak her first intentional word especially between the ages of one and two, children are extremely sensitive to
words and to what you transmit in your feelings; children are intuitive and respond to the feeling behind the words; we have to be totally authentic to gain their

trust.

. The period between 1 year and 9 months and 2 years and 3 months is known as the Explosive Epoch: There is a sudden word increase, an explosive
development, in which hundreds of nouns, prepositions, verbs and adjectives are used.

. By 2 years of age: There is a completion of vocabulary, in which prefixes, suffixes, conjunctions, verbs, conjugations and adverbs are used

. Between 2 and 4 years of age: The most words are acquired at age 3 +: The child will start asking what words mean

We don’t always see the great work that is being done by the child when she is doing it. Montessori says that, “The quantity of inner work may be immense, yet the
outer signs of it are often small. This means there is a great disproportion between the powers of expression and the inner work the child is doing. It is also found
that visible progress does not go gradually, but in jumps.” (The Absorbent Mind, p. 113)
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(Chinese Memorization and Fin Yin (lass

In the afternoon Hong Yan works one on one with each child in the primary full day classroom.
Currently the content of the pin yin class includes memorization of pin yin sounds and symbols,
writing pin yin letters and memorization of classic Chinese texts. As the children continue their
studies Chinese character lessons will be added.
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